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Even frustrated grammarians will giggle at the whoâ€™s-on-first routine that begins with a

donkeyâ€™s excited announcement, â€œI yam a donkey!â€• Unfortunately the donkeyâ€™s

audience happens to be a yam, and one who is particular about sloppy pronunciation and poor

grammar. An escalating series of misunderstandings leaves the yam furious and the clueless

donkey bewildered by the yamâ€™s growing (and amusing) frustration. The yam finally gets his

point across, but regrettably, heâ€™s made the situation a little bit too clear . . . and the story ends

with a dark and outrageously funny twist.
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larger           Early Sketches of the Book Cover   Before a picture book cover comes together, many

ideas are sketched to find the perfect concept. This is a sheet of initial cover sketches for this book. 

     Early Sketch of the First Storyboard   This is an image of the first storyboard layout for the book,

sketching out the entire story from the earliest stages.       First Color Samples   One of the most

important elements throughout a picture book are the colors used inside. This shows color samples

pulled together in selecting the artwork displayed throughout the finished book.

A Look Inside the Book: Creating the Art             View larger               View larger               View



larger           Experimentation with Color and Technique   This image shows some early interior art,

as creator Cece Bell experiments with vellum and acrylic materials to find the perfect style for the

finished book.       Creating the Font   All of the interior text inside this book has been hand-painted,

as is seen here. The creator later created her own font based on this process!       Experimenting

with Materials   In the process of creating this book, Cece Bell composed this early painting on

cardboard material - an early glimpse at some of the delightful artwork from the final book!

This is one of my all-time favorite new children's books. I am absolutely in love with it. The first time I

read through it, I was standing in my office alone, doing voices for Donkey and Yam, and I cracked

myself up. My four year old daughter loves it, too! Hysterically funny, it's a must for any member of

the Grammar Police. English majors unite!

My 7-year-old LOVES this book - we've read it countless times and it always gets lots of laughs.

Cute pictures and easy for children to follow - a nice, simple early grammar lesson. I was a little

worried that my son would be upset when the yam gets eaten, but he thought it was hilarious.

Summary: A donkey declares, Ã¢Â€ÂœI yam a donkey!Ã¢Â€Â• and a yam tries to correct his

grammar. Ã¢Â€ÂœI am a donkey.Ã¢Â€Â• Ã¢Â€ÂœYou is a donkey?Ã¢Â€Â• asks the donkey, and the

rest of the book is an unsuccessful attempt to get things straight. The argument eventually attracts

the attention of a carrot, turnip, and a bunch of green beans, who are used as examples in the

yamÃ¢Â€Â™s unsuccessful grammar lessons. Grades K-3.Pros: This book is funny. Period.

ItÃ¢Â€Â™s not a real grammar lesson, so donÃ¢Â€Â™t take it seriously. The bright cartoon

illustrations and comic bubble dialog will appeal to kids and the ridiculous arguments will have them

rolling with laughter.Cons: The vegetables get eaten. Sorry.

My kids (two girls ages 4 and 6) and I all love this book! The illustrations are funny, the exchange

between the two characters was entertaining, and my 6 year old was able to read most of it herself.

They have begged me to read it again every night since we got it.

We borrowed this book from the library & had to renew it several times. My 5 yr old got a kick out of

this book, especially since I did different voices for the different characters. Parents were invited to

come in and read to their student's class, and this is one of the books I chose to read to the

Kindergarten class...they got a big laugh out of it.



What a lovely store about funny grammar mistakes. Full of wisdom and humor that kids all get the

story and learned how to use it right. We even role played afterward and kids all love it.

This book is great! It's funny yet teaches the concept of simple appropriate grammar. 5 year old son

loved it and husband laughed out loud. One for the whole family to enjoy.

My five year old absolutely adores this book. We laughed just as much as our child. Highly

recommended.
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